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Paul Gantt, President of SCM, speaks at the ASSE Safety 2008 Professional Development Conference (PDC) in Las Vegas, Nevada.
Paul Gantt continued to his speaking engagements with the American Society of Safety Engineers (ASSE) Professional Development Conference (PDC) in 2008 as he presented a session and paper of his personally-developed “30-Second Rules for Hazmat Response.”  The session was well attended and those in attendance asked lots of questions related to this unique approach to handling emergency responses related to hazardous materials’ properties and emergency actions.   

Paul’s Rules relate to things that are easily memorized and that help those who are not full-time responders to effectively handle the first few critical minutes of an emergency involving a chemical release.  His rules are included in the second edition of his latest hazardous materials textbook and include the following examples:

1. All Flammable and Combustible Liquids have a vapor density less than 1.  This means that they will stick around once released and pose a higher problem for you.

2. Almost all Flammable and Combustible Liquids have a specific gravity of less than 1, meaning that they will float on water.  Resist the urge to wash them down.

3. H-A-H-A-M-I-C-E is a way to remember those materials whose vapor density is less than 1.  

4. The NFPA health rating can help you select the appropriate level of protection to use in emergency response.

These examples were explained to the group who clearly enjoyed the session.  The practical application of simple concepts has helped Paul become one of the premier providers of training programs in the area of safety and emergency response programs.  His background as a former Fire Chief Officer, along with his qualifications as a Safety Professional have helped establish him as someone who is high demand as a speaker.  

In addition to presenting at the PDC, Paul also provided a paper on the topic that is available at the American Society of Safety Engineers (ASSE) website (www.asse.org).
